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work including mainly Bourdieu’s “habitus”, and 
Deleuze and Guattari’s “deterritorialization of 
language” and critics on “educational poli-
tics”,and Tollefson’s “language planning”. 

“We, Kazakh families want their children to 
be successful in schools and most of the parents 
must speak Turkish in the houses for their fu-
ture.” Kazakh, 42, married, high school)  

[“New generation must learn Turkish very 
well, you see, their future, just like ours has been 
shaped by the Turkish-medium schools” Kurd-
ish, 37, married, high school]  

The narratives openly reveal that the parents 
are aware of the “direction” and see that their 
children must speak the “government’s language” 
and involve in a discursively planned process of 
the government in order to develop their future 
potential. 
*** 

Erdemli: A scene of different kinds and layers 
of internal immigration in Turkey 

(23) Ulas Bayraktar (Mersin University), Nilgün 
Kiper (Karadeniz Teknik University), Burak 
Beyhan (Mersin University), Ali Cenap Yoloğlu 
(Mersin University), Hakan Erkılıç (Mersin 
University) and Joseph Szyliowicz (Denver 
University) 

Erdemli is a town 35 kilometers away from 
the Mersin city center. Founded in 1954 as both a 
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district center and a municipality encompassing 
the three former villages, Erdemli has been the 
stage of different kinds of internal immigration.  
As being one of the most important citrus fruit 
producers as well as an important land for banana 
and vegetable greenhouses, the town hosts sea-
sonal farm workers. Thanks to its location by the 
sea, she has been also a site of attraction of sec-
ondary houses that have risen all along the coast 
and has thus become one of the most popular 
destinations for seasonal domestic tourists partic-
ularly from central and southeastern Anatolia. 
The construction investments launched initially 
for such secondary summer houses have been 
multiplied with the conurbanisation of the Mersin 
metropolitan area. The town has thus welcomed 
new populations both as workers in these con-
structions and also residents of the finished 
buildings. In short, Erdemli is an ideal place to 
examine and compare different kinds of internal 
immigration in Turkey visible with both urban 
and rural characteristics. 

In the framework of a TUBİTAK research 
project, we have been examining the socio-
economic and political change in this Mediterra-
nean town. What we propose to present in this 
year’s Turkish Immigration Conference is to 
share and discuss our findings on the quantitative 
and qualitative aspects of the demographic 
change in the town. 
*** 


