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Abstract 

The artical explores the, importance of the native language in learning, starts a conversation abaout place give to 

the native language in education aroun the World and about actionss realized in this direction.It has been 

supported by fragments from publications and congresses held by UNESCO and international practices, these 

practices have been appreciated.  
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The language is main function belonging to human being that forms an individual's 

awareness and shapes identity; that reaches deep into the subconscious mind and the roots of 

conscious. The idea, information and invention are only possible with the language. Besides, 

the language is a tool of communication and it is interwined with all appearances of human life. 

Better use of the language provides for expression to be powerful. Thought makes sense with 

the language, it becomes clear and it is conveyed to others. The language is not only a 

communication tool for human beings but also an indispensable partner of thought. The power 

of language is very important in the formation of healthy thinking. In this context, a good 

education can only be provided by a good language.1 

The language has emerged by relations that human beings have with nature and 

environment, it has changed based on living together and developed.  

The language is the most important value of a nation that is expressed by ist history, 

religion, culture and art and it is property of history of a nation. The people can guide to each 

other from the past up to today and to the future. Because the main function of the language is 

to provide communication, one of the main objectives of language education is to provide an 

individual to attain/obtain communication abilities. Formation of healthy communication 

between people depends on effective and conscious use of the language; effective and conscious 

use of the language depends on a good language education.2 
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The language is natural tool forming agreemnt between people; living being that has its 

own rules and develops within the framework of these rules; system of secret agreements of 

which time its basis belongs to is unknown; social institution built/formed by sounds.  

Mother-tongue is generally introduced as the first language that an individual learns in 

family or social environment that he/she was born and grown-up by linguists. It is  always 

repeated that the mother-tongue is not learned; it is acquired or attained because it is the first 

language that the individual has met during childhood.3 Because the mother-tongue has great 

importance for providing loyalty to a nation, it draws attention on its teaching.4 

The mother-tongue, one of the most essential elements that forms the nation and 

connects the members of that nation to each other, a system of thinking that forms universe in 

human’s mind and provides individuals in the society “way of understanding and expressing a 

common universe”. The main objective of the mother-tongue education that can not be  only fit 

into the identification of just a communication tool, to understand language of family, society 

in which the individual lives and to develop it.5  

The existence of the language is only possible with existence of human being. The 

language is an agreement system composed of sounds. The fully expression and communication 

is provided by “the language” that is a set of rules built/formed by sounds. It is an indication of 

thought and intelligence; it is a living and social being.   

The competence of mother-tongue that forms basis of school learning is acquired mostly 

between 2-10 ages. As a result of researches by Bloom, An important part of the variability in 

children's educational success in developed countries, as being correct for especially expressive 

power (language capability) related to learning in the school can be related to differences in 

family environment in terms of developing these qualities.6  

The language in family environment affects mental development of the child and 

thereby school success. To depend mostly teaching on expression causes significant differences 

in success between a child grown up in a limited speaking environment and a child grown up 

in an environment providing a rich-life in terms of language use. Limitations in using language 

alters thinking. The success of the child who does not have enough vocabulary and use words 

correctly will of course decrease. It can not be ignored that the effective use of language has 
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4 Sinan, A . T., “Ana Dili Eğitimi Üzerine Bazı Düşünceler”, Doğu Anadolu Bölgesi Araştırmaları, 2006, 75. 
5 M. D. Çelebi, “Türkiye’de Anadili Eğitimi ve Yabancı Dil Öğretimi”, Erciyes Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler 
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great contribution to healthy emotional and social development of the child as well as 

contributions to cognitive development and school learnings in the future. Improving ability of 

effective use of language has a great importance for the child in expressing himself/herself, 

having positive and effective relations with others, realization of himself/herself, developing 

creativity.7 

On the other hand, the children follow a process of concrete perception of outer world 

towards abstract perception until 8 ages. The arts education has indirect affect and role in  

formation of child’s sprituality, his/her psychological development and expressing 

himself/herself. Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget (1896-1980) indicates that children's self-

expression through art- drawing picture has a symbolic game character for them: “The child 

presents his/her imagination by reflecting emotions and views in this game. The child itches to 

express inner world that emerges his/her social, real world and concerns, joys and excitements. 

Althoug the child express his/her primary world by the language that is a communication tool 

at this age, the child has difficulty in expressing second world in expressing by the language. 

So, this encouragement that is called “child’s art” but it is not art in fact-natural symbolic 

manifests are combination of adopting outer world, society, concrete beings with expressionism 

of “ego”.8  

The children between ages 8-10 express their feelings and thoughts by the language. 

Until that time, the drawings help in expressing their feelings. The language goes ahead in time 

than “drawing” by developing in expressing himself/herself at school age, telling thoughts. So, 

the children attain opportunity for expressing their feelings and thoughts through the language 

except pictures.  American scholar-educator H.Qardner indicates, “… the child acquires ability 

of expressing himself/herself throguh the language.”9  

In development period, comprehension and imagination are formed through the 

language for children and they refer to environment  and inner world by understanding by the 

language. To be integratively in relation with all education forms in these or others with mother-

tongue/language is an absolute fact. 

The mother-tongue education consists of abilities of listening, speaking, reading and 

writing that are called as communicatives activities of the language. These four language 

abilities mentioned are thought to be in a relation that is inseparable and complementing each 
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other. The mother-tongue education is being maintained in different stages of education by 

being supported with grammer, word and writing activities.10 

The mother-tongue education has some basic objectives such as acquisition of linguistic 

skills that will carry out a correct, clear and effective communication for the individuals; 

development of their thinking ability and contributing to socialization processes.11   

The main objective of mother-tongue education is to provide for the individuals to 

acquire language abilities that provide correct, expressive and effective speaking, to develop 

their understanding, to help their fast entegration to the society.  

There are some studies of UNESCO for defining role of mother-tongue in education. 

UNESCO focuses on the fundamental principle that all people over the world should have same 

rights and fundamental freedoms without distinction of race, sex, language or religion in 

education.12 

  The 1995 Declaration and Integrated Framework of Action on Education for Peace, 

Human Rights and Democracy promotes foreign language learning (Article 19) and the ‘respect 

for the educational rights of persons belonging to minorities, as well as indigenous peoples’ in 

order to foster understanding between communities and nations (Article 29). The Universal 

Declaration on Cultural Diversity, adopted in 2001, likewise touches upon the importance of 

languages for the promotion of cultural diversity. Article 6 of the Action Plan for the 

implementation of the Declaration defines the role that languages should play in the field of 

education including respect for the mother tongue, linguistic diversity at all levels of education 

and the promotion of multilingualism from an early age.13  

Different arguments on language of teaching-education over the world have resulted by 

development of different models in different countries. Teaching a second language as well as 

dominant language has been adopted as a policy in some countries especially adopting model 

of society that is multicultural, multi-identity and multi-ethnic and also developing this within 

the framework of a model.14 

In Germany, in some states there are compulsory language courses in 3 to 5 hours per 

week starting from primary school. In the country, approach of necessity of bilingual education 
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has been accepted under the name of “The National Integration Plan”. With this purpose, 

models of “comparative language education” that are implemented from first year of secondary 

school have been developed and started to be tried. According to this model, courses for two 

hours per week -that Turkish and German teachers will lecture together- will be organized and 

implemented comparative teaching of both languages.   

There are many different ethnic groups in China and approximately 140 different 

languages are spoken. In 1984 “Law on Regional Autonomy of National Minorities” has been 

accepted. çıkarılmıştır. Autonomous regions have decision-making authority on language of 

education in that region. Minority students have to learn also Chinese language as well as their 

mother-tongue.15 

By the Constitution of 1993 which has been organized after government amendments 

ending racial discriminations in South Africa, nine different African languages as well as 

English and Afrikaans have been accepted as official language.   

In South Africa, first five years of the education are being maintained with child’s 

mother-tongue, then it goes on by English, French or Portuguese.   

Switzerland is a federal republic with 23 Cantonese. The official and national languages 

of the country are German, French and Italian. In some cantonese, there is used only one 

language, in some cantonese, there are more than one languages.   

In 1976, Sweden carried out Home Language Reform. This reform has legally admitted 

that children of immigrants had the right of learning their own language as well as they must 

have attended in education system of Sweden. The objective of mother-tongue teaching is to 

provide for the children to acquire bilingualism actively or orally and in writing and to develop 

cultural identity bidirectionally. In this regard, Sweden has a different structure from continental 

Europe in terms of culture policy and bilingual education. To learn need for mother-tongue 

education,  the schools should search the need at the beginning of each academic year. The 

mother-tongue education for 32 language groups is being organized in Sweden. The mother-

tongue education is two hours per week and it is provided in the afternoon outside the formal 

course hours. The mother-tongue education can be monitored during the nine-year compulsory 

education and demands of parents have an important role in organization of this education.16 

Although the majority of the population in Israel is Jewish and they mostly speak in 

Hebrew; Arabic spoken by the Arab population in the country's inhabitants has a special status.  
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While Arab minority has education in their mother-tongue during primary and secondary 

education, they must learn Hebrew as a second language.  

The Netherlands also follows an integration policy and a wavering line of development 

in mother-tongue education. After the Netherlands had accepted persistent presence of 

foreigners in 1980, it announced official views to the public by “Minorities Notation” published 

in 1983 and the purpose of forming a society that all minority groups in the country had  equal 

and full developing opportunities was adopted. Nowadays in this country, one hand 

immigration is restricted, on the other hand integration of minorities is accelerated.   

Since the mid’s of 1980’s, on one hand the government has decreased mother-tongue 

education as hour, on the other hand it has defined functions. However the mother-tongue 

education has been defined as 2.5 hours per week, for implementation this education has been 

limited by one hour. Then the mother-tongue teaching has been removed from being a purpose 

for its own sake and it  has been turned into a “vehicle language” supporting he learning of a 

second language Dutch. Since 2000, the view that the mother-tongue teaching hinders the 

integration has been started to be defended.17  

Spanish spoken by one-quarter of the population in the country is the second language 

in education. In USA, there are schools for children who are native Spanish speakers. In these 

schools, there are two educational groups as English and Spanish that each class continues. In 

each group, there are a teacher and a teacher’s aide providing education in that language 

(English or Spanish).   

In the Republic of Azerbaijan, all educational institutions provide education in 

Azerbaijan language. In kindergartens/preschools for 3-4 aged groups, the main education 

language is Azerbaijan language. In this age group, foreign languages are implemented. In some 

private schools, education is provided in Russia, English and other foreign languages. On the 

other hand, for 5-6 ages groups, there are  trainings in Russian language twice a week, this is 

also 36x2 = 72 hours per year. In 2009, with the application of school curricula in schools, 

education will be implemented in pilot schools within the scope of curriculums being prepared 

in 2012. 2012 yılından hazırlanmakta olan kurikulumlar kapsamında pilot okullarda eğitim 

gerçekleştirilecektir. However, regional differences were taken into consideration as well as 

providing great opportunities for mother-tongue education at general secondary education level 

in preparation of educational programs on the basis of curriculums for V. Grades that would be 

implemented during 2012-2013.   
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In the Republic of Azerbaijan, teaching in mother-tongue has priority and opportunities 

of mother-tongue education in four models (Azerbaijanese, Russian, Georgian and Lezgi) are 

provided for the students.        

Consequently, unity of language based on healthy fundamentals by mother-tongue 

education is the most important characteristic that forms the nation. The language of a nation is 

formed together with its history, religion and culture. Everything required for the nation is 

related to the language. The language protects spiritual and cultural values of the nation, 

properties for being a nation in its structure. The language constitutes common feelings and 

thoughts among the individuals who make up the nation. The language is the greatest researcher 

of culture by being most powerful factor that provides unity and integrity of the nation.  

Cultural transfer is limited without the language. The language connects the past to the 

present. The language is the most important factor that forms the nation.  
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