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AHMET TEVFIK’S OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THE
REFLECTIONS OF POPULATION EXCHANGE IN
GREECE

(MUBADELE MESELESININ YUNANISTAN’DAKI YANSIMALARINA
DAIR AHMET TEVFIK’IN GOZLEMLERI)

Kiirsat KURTULGAN’

OZET

Go¢ meselesi, Turkiye ve diinya kamuoyunu her zaman mesgul etmis
evrensel bir dram olmas1 sebebiyle son derece énemiidir. Insanhigm basiica
eylemierinden biri olan gd¢, yeni bir toplumun olusmasmda da son derece dnemii
bir aktivite olarak kabul edilebilir. Bu bir taraftan baz: olumsuz sonuglari ortaya
gikarirken, bir taraftan da bazi olumlu ¢6ztimieri beraberinde getirmektedir.

Go¢ olgusunun daha 1yi anlastlabilmesi igin gd¢ nedir? Goglin nedenleri?
gibi sorulara kisa kisa cevap verilerek konunun daha iyi anlasibmasi saglanacaktir.

G&¢ nedir? Gog, kisilerin yeni kosullara daha iyi uyum saglayabilmek
amaciyla, ya da dogal, ekonomik, siyasal sebebler gibi zorunluluklar sonucunda,
yasadig toplumu ve mekén degistirmesi olayma verilen genel bir addir. Su halde
g6¢ kavram, ntifusun birey, aile, grup ya da topluluklar halinde yasadig1 yeri dogal
veya doZal olmayan sebeblere istinaden tanimadigl yeni bir ¢evreye siirekli veya
gecici olarak yerlesmesidir. Bu baglamda gbc slirecini yagayanlara, kimi zaman
-miilteci, sifimmaci, gurbetci, kimi zamanda mibadil muhacir, géemen, gibi adlar
verilmigtir. Gittikleri ortamda, ¢etin bir hayat miicadelesiyie kars: karsiya kalan bu
sahislar genelde farkl, 6teki, yent ve garip olarak karsilanmglardir.

Yasanilan goécler, i¢ gdeler ve dis gbgler olarak iki gruba ayirilabilir. Bu
aragtirmaya konu olan goe olayr, Osmanh Devleti’nin dagilma dénerinden
baslayarak 1950°li yillara kadar stirmiistlir. Yunanistan, “Helen kiltiirii"ne sahip
olanlan: iilkesine gd¢ etmeye tegvik etmig; bunun sonucunda ¢ok sayida insan
Yunanistan’a gb¢ etmistir. Teblifde Yunanistan’a gdc olay: genel hatlanyla
incelenecek; Tirkiye'den bu tlkeye mitbadele sonmucu gidenlerin sosyal ve
ekonomik durumlan ile gergeklestirdikleri faaliyetler ana hatlanyla ortaya
konacaktir,

Osmanl: Devleti’'nin vzun yillar hikim oldugu bolgelerde degisen sivasi
-yapidan bir gok Ulus Devleti dogmus ve tilm bu devletler, Ulusguluk kavramina

" Assistant, Selcuk University, Almet Kelesoglu Faculty of Education, Social Sciences
- Teaching Department, Konya, kkurtulgan74@hotmail.com
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simsitki sarilmuglardir. Dolayisiyla bu kavramin hakim oldugu bir cografyada
egemen olan unsurlarin, egemen olmayan diger unsurlar iizerinde baski ve
zuliimierle yasama haklarim ellerinden almaya ¢alismas: kagmiimazdir,

Gégler, insan ve toplum yagarnuna onemli oranda bir dinamizm
kazandimaktadir. Ve kazandan bu dinamizm, de§ismenin ve gelismenin teme]
Sgelerinden birisi oldugu igin gb¢ olgusu, insani ve toplumsal gelismenin iz
kazanmasinda, kiltiirlerin ve uygarliklanin etkilesiminde Snemli bir etken olarak
goriilmektedir, Go¢ edenin niteligi arttikca, gd¢ alan bolgelerin zenginlestigini ve
gbc veren bolgelerin ise yoksullagtifinmi gormekteyiz. Bu durum miibadele i

~ antlasmas: &ncesinde Balkanlar iginde gegerli bir durum olarak karsimuza gikomugtr,
Zira yasanan gdc¢ler karsilikli olarak gergeklestigi igin geride kalan bolgelerde ki B
ekonomik faaliyetler uzunca bir siire sekteye uframustir. Fakat miibadele
antlasmasmdan sonraki stiregte ise bu durum farkhlik gostermektedir. Go¢ edenler
olusturulan komisyonlar vasitastyla bir an evvel {iretici konuma gegirtilmis ve
sorunlarm bir an evvel ¢dziime kavugturuldugu gdriilmiistiir.

Nitekim Lozan ile tescil edilen baris ortaminda biitiin devletler yaralarim
sarmaya ¢alismis ve uluslagsma siirecine girilmistir. Bu siregte anavataniara yonelik
yaganan goclerin toplumsal ve ekonomik yapilara kazammlarinm anlagilabilmesi
amaciyla bunun gibi ¢aligmalarin artmasi son derece 6nemlidir, Miibadelenin
uygulanmastyla hem Tirkive, hem de Yunenistan, biinyesinde builunan niifus
tiirdeslesmesini ortadan kaldirmalk suretivie biiylik bir maddi ve manevi kazammlar
elde ederek milli devlet olma yolunda 6nemli bir bagart kazaniimustir.

INTRODUCTION

The migration issue is very important, as it is a universal drama always in
the headlines in Turkey and the world. Migration, one of the main activities of
mankind, can also be considered as an issue of utmost importance in the creation of
a new society. This, while leading to traumatic.events, can also bring about positive
resolutions {Ortayl, 2006: 19).

In order to provide a better understanding of the migration issue, following
questions are to be answered briefly: What is migration? What are the reasons for
migration?

What is migration? Migration is a2 general name given to the renouncement
of people the place, the society they were living in, in order to integrate to novel
conditions caused by natural, economical, or political difficulties faced (Oztas-
Zengin, 2006: 65).Hence, the concept of migration is then the settlement of a
population as individuals, family, group or groups to a new place permanently or
temporarily afier leaving the former due to natural or artificial reasons.

In this respect, those who underwent migration are therefore at sometimes
called guests, migrants, refugees, and at other times defectors, asylum seekers. The
people who have to struggle with the harsh conditions in their new lands are
generally regarded as the others, different, new, and strange.

The migrations can be classified as those within the country borders and as
those out of them. The migration, subject of the present study, started at the last
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‘period of the Ottoman Empire and continued until the 1950. Greece had encouraged

hose with “Hellenistic culture” to migrate to Greece. The migration to Greece will be

nalyzed below with their general outlines; the social and economical conditions of

* those who have migrated from Turkey dute to their activities will be mentioned as main
oInts.

Factors Leading To Pepulation Exchange And The Immigration Process

The European superpowers in those days had feuded a fight based on political
nd economical reasons to get the supremacy in the world. During the clashes, the
main role was as always attributed to nationalism (Ertlirk, 2007: 11).

Despite the fact that the strategies used in these intrigues showed diversity, the
noves made for the ultimate aim were similar. In line with the politics labeled
generally “The East Issue” political events were actedout, put onto stage each almost
- indicating to be the subsequent of the former, and are still acted. The Great Middle East
.Project can be given as the most current example.

The non-Muslim population in these regions are the main players and the most
“ready material within all these political events. The precondition for the success of
“these plans was to stir up and divide the population with a different religion and
ethnicity. The moves against the Ottoman Empire were including at the beginning the
- Armenians and the Greek, but are now encompassmg the Kurdish as well (Ertiirk,
.2007: 11).

: In this perspective, the reports of Captain Clayton who came to inspect the
‘Reforms in 1879 and of General Mayewski, the Van Consulate of Russia at the verge
of the 20th century have served as common guides for the intrigues set to stage within
the framework of the “Eastern Issue” (Céhge, 2001: 90) .

The Ottoman- Russian Wars and the Balkan Wars following have shown the
foElowmg Living together was beyond possibility. Hence, a population exchange
.treaty similar to the first one with Bulgaria signed on the 29th of September 1913, was
aimed with Greece. Hence, the Greek Prime minister Venizelos and the Ottoman
Secretary for Foreign Affairs Galip Kemali (S8ylemezoglu) met in Athens. In line with
.the consensus came to, arrangements regarding the estates and properties were to made
if the immigration was on voluntary basis. Though a co-joined commission had been
established, the beginning of World War 1 hindered their proceedings (Macfie, 2003:
213-214).

The invasions after the WWI and the Montreux Armistice signed, the Turks
were able to arouse from the dust and ashes and succeeded to win the War of
Independence.

Lausanne Peace Treaty And Public Exchange

2+ In the meetings hold at the 3rd of November before the Lausanne Peace
' Treaty, while the discussions regarding the conditions of the peace treaty, the general
desire was to have a homeland without any minorities, dept, independent, no outcries
of man suppressed, no shattering shackles at the borders, and a Peace Treaty enabling
these (Turan, 2008: 373).
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The Lausanne Peace Treaty Meetings began at the 20th November 1922
with the Turkish Committee under the presidency of the Foreign Affairs Minister
[smet Pasha and was, despite some intervals, finally signed at the 24th of July 2003
(Baykara, 2006: 163).

One issues settled is the main issue of the present paper, is the population
exchange. While the Peace Treaty Meetings were running Dr. Riza Nur stated the
following:  The issue of Equalization was the main issue lasting for centuries and
leading to the collapse of Turkey. The most heated debates were regarding this
topic. This issue was like a pitched battle. Priest, Christians, committees,
politicians from all over the world came and overpopulated Lausanne. This is the
way how the foreign countries put their claws upon our heart. If they would have
tried a little more they would even ask for equality to the ants"(Somuncuogluy,
2005: 287). This statement is true and to the point as it shows the necessity for
population exchange and being a nation state.

All these show that the Turks and the non-Muslims can certainly not live
again together and due to the hatred caused by the recent events the atmosphere of
tolerance had perished forever. The Greek and Turkish governments were
unanimous regarding the necessity of population exchange (Maccarthy, 2006: 270},
On the 23rd August in 1923 the population excahnge was approved byt the Turk
National Assembly and on the 25th August 1923 by Greece (Ozakman, 2008: 165)
and thus the Greeks living outside Istanbul migrated to Greece and the Turks living
at places beside West Trace moved to Anatolia. According to Greek resources
1.215.000 Greek were exchanged with 300.000 Turks, and according to Turkish
Resources 1.222.489 Greek were exchanged with 1.104.216 Turks (Akglin, 1986:
248, 249, 258).

The first item of the population exchange treaty stated that the exchange
was to begin on the Ist May 1923 and thus mass immigration began
(Keskin,2003:786). Within this framework, the immigrants coming from Greece
were to a great extent farmers and were more successful compared to the farmers in
Anatolia. They made Turkey cover the gap in farming and make a jump forwards
and therefore had a positive effect (BCA. 272.13.79.1.19). The Greek migrating
from Turkey were to a large extent successful in trade and craftsmanship. This
feature made them become richer than the people in the areas migrated
(Kirketioglu,2005:9). Due to their success in trade many of the non-Muslims
preferred to live at the seaside in cities with harbors within the Ottoman
Geography. The most vivid example of this fact is Istanbul. The tradesmen
registered consisted mainly of non-Muslims in 1911. The Muslim names registered-
formed only 10 %. Furthermore, whereas the textile importers were to two third
non Muslims, only 1 seventh consisted of Turks (Quataert, 2006: 958). :

With the commence of the population exchange the migrations started from
cities in west Anatolia, the Marmara region, later the Bast Thracian and the Black “:
Sea region followed. In these migrations the land, sea, and railroads were used. The -
cities at the sea sides like [zmir and Istanbul became main centers of expulsion. .

(Ari, 2007: 7). The main reason for the selection of these centers were the_'__.:-
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~possibilities of transportation. Another fact was that after the invasions following
. the Montreux Armistice, upon the call of Venizeloz, in order to stay permanently
“the Greeks had already migrated and gathered in these regions ( BOA.DH.SFR.
1104.290; 104.287; 104.265; 105.35; 105.93).

This setting enabled that all the Greeks, except those in Istanbul, migrated
“to Greece. The Greeks migrating from Turkey had a profound effect upon the
conomy and cultural life of Greece. Due to the profound effects on the areas
migrated to, the population exchange is not to be regarded just as a migration. The
process starting with the migration made that the communities changing habitats
~carry with them the cultural inheritance of the regions of the geographies that they
have been living on for centuries. As a natural outcome of this, it can be said that
he economical and cultural structure of the region migrated has changed. The
“population exchange has obviously led to the dispersion of the cultural richness.
he report prepared by Ahmet Tevfik gives us crucial information upon this fact.
~The present manuscript gives us information about the general conditions and
“economical developments in Thessaloniki and Athens and their suburbs.

: Ahmet Teviik's Observations Regarding The General Conditions In
‘Greece
' Ahmet Teviik was a retired major and was the chief director of the
population exchange committee at the Hayri Pasha mansion in Goztepe. He
prepared this report basing on his observations during his two months stay in
‘Athens and Thessaloniki for the clearance of the Turkish properties in Greece. On
his return to Turkey on the 18th of October 1928 he wrote his report (BCA.
030.10.254.710.L.1}.

Thessaloniki

The population of Thessaloniki was detesmined to be 300 thousand at the
latest census. As the area destructed most by the latest fire was the city center of
Thessaloniki, new great buildings were constructed in this area. There are
boulevards of 60 meters width enabling automobiles and other means of
transportation pass easily on both direction, with 12 meters wide pavements on
both sides. There are so many bazaars erected with a few stores, hotels, that two
teath are empty. There are rich tradespeople who migrated mostly from Turkey,
Romania, Bulgaria, Egypt. They have settled mostly in Athens, Thessaloniki, and
- then in Kalili and other cities nearby and have commenced with trade. In Athens
and Thessaloniki there is a need for let say five thousand tradespeople, however
today there are factories and other institutions established sufficient for twice or
even threesomes that much needed for the tradespeople. This makes that the profit
marging are quiet low or even insufficient (BCA. 030.10.254.710.L.1).

. There are five immigrant settlements very close almost within the city of
- Thessaloniki. The first one is Kelemirya with 500, the second is Aracu with 300,
 the third is Dumba with 1000, the fourth is Liben with 400, and the fifth one are the
+ settlements like Hurs (Korucu) village around the lodge used by the Mevlevi
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Dervishes with 400 houses. These houses, constructed mostly with stones, had two
or three rtoom and were mostly build by the government (BCA.
030.10.254.710.L.1).

Athens

The population of Athens is 600 thousand and 200 thousand more than that
of Pire and accumulating to more than 800 thousand in total. There are many 500
houses large immigrant quarters established between Athens, Faler and Pire. All
the roads are made of asphalt and those who are not yet are turned into asphalt.
There is a broad two way road between Athens and the castle of 8 kilometers
length constructed. Faler can be reached by means of a 20 kilometers mostly
asphalt road leading to the seaside. There is a beach and showers constructed by
the government (BCA. 030.10.254.710.1.2).

Industry In Greece

The carpet industry, one of the greatest richness and profit resources of the
Anatolian Geography on which the Greek immigrants have lived on for centuries,
still preserves its importance today. The people who have used the most this
important income resources of the Anatolian geography and enfolded their profit
were the non-Muslims. The Greek merchants who made the Muslim population
wove the carpets were very successful in marketing these to Europe. Therefore, it
is quite natural that they continued with the same business when they migrated to
Greece. The experience and contributions of the migrants to the carpet industry
made it boom. An important amount of capital is invested into this industry.
Replicates of Usak, Persian, Bukhara, Afghan carpets are produced here. These
carpets are demanded much in Europe. According to 2 recent statistics 9 million
drachma, in other words 220 thousand lira worth Greek carpets have been sold in
Europe. Besides these the Greek immigrants from Bursa have established with
huge capitals filament fabric factories. The crep fabrics they produce are of the
same quality with those manufactured in Europe but have more reasonable prices
compared to those manufactured in Europe. The meter of these fabrics are sold in
Istanbul for 8.5 lira but in Greece for 3.5 lira. As these are sold in Europe with a
maximum price of 8 lira, the European manufacturers cannot compete with them.
As these are demanded in Europe as well and they are exporting these fabrics to
Europe. As Greece can not answer its need for wool fabrics they have imported
looms of the latest technology and started to wave the woolen fabrics in Greece
(BCA. 030.10.254.710.L.3).

The Greek government, aware of the fact that the immigrants,
tradespeople, from Turkey, and the wealthy Greeks from Romania, Bulgaria, and
Egypt can not answer all the needs for the trade in Greece, gave financial and other
necessary support and enabled the erection of many factories. In a very short period
a lot important and necessary constructions were erected. Some of the factories
constructed within the last three months in Athens and Thessaloniki are the .
following:
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The mill of a Greek immigrant from Dedeaga¢ (The machinery was
transported from Dedeagag :
The-mill of the immigrant Altun Ellas
The mill of the immigrant Viresay
The Aatini mil has been purchased by the immigrants
The paint factory constructed by the immigrants
The starch and farina factory at the Girh rift
The cement factory of Disba
The cement factory of Iraklis
The carpet factory of Vasilyadinis from Bursa in the garden of Rufazos
The carpet factory constructed by the Besgmar immigrants
The carpet factory of Athens constructed by Falerde immigrants
The carpet factory errected by the immigrants in Kilisya
. The carpet factory built by the immigrants at the Panisya quarter
. The stout leather and cowhide leather factory of the immigrant Tasan in
- Thessaloniki
The stout leather and leather factories in Athens, Falerde, and Pire.
Two big filament fabrics factories
One big filament fabrics factory in Pire
The west filament fabrics factory of Lime-man Liyakora in Augustus
The filament fabrics factory of Ariya in Augustus
The filament fabrics, flax, and sugar factories of Tirnabukan in Thessaloniki and
Karaferye -
Wool fabrics factory in Augustus (a big group made attempts for two other fabrics
and their construction is still going on) ( BCA. 030.10.254.710. L.2-3).

CONCLUSION s

Migrations have led to a certain of dynamism in the life of the society and
man. As this dynamism is the basic element of change and development,
migrations are seen as an important factor in the acceleration of the development of
the society and man and the interaction of cultures and civilizations. As the
qualifications of immigrants increases, the areas migrated to are flourishing
whereas the places deserted are impoverishing. This condition is a fact before the
population exchange treaty in the Balkans. As the population exchange was
conducted on both sides the economies of both countries were stagnated for a
certain period. However, the condition changed during the period after the
population exchange treaty was signed. The immigrants, by the help of the
committees established, were made manufactures, producers and their problems
were solved in the shortest time.

The immigrants have to be industrious, creative, and courageous in order to
survive. As they are enforced for education, production, and profession in order to
obtain a hold in the society, it is quite natural that they provide a new dynamism to
the society they have migrated to.
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The Lausanne Peace Pact enabled a peace atmosphere in which all the
nations could cure their wounds. Studies on the migrations to homelands, thei
contributions to the economical and societal structures are very essential in order to
understand the contributions of these migrations.

The population exchange enabled Turkey and Greece to diminish the
diversity of ethnic groups on their geographies and acquire thus important material
and immaterial gains. Furthermore; it enabled both couniries to make immense
progress on the way of becoming nation states (Soysal, 2000: 185-191).
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